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Summary Findings 
 

Outdoor recreation, natural resources conservation and historic preservation in the United States 

all have measurable economic impacts.  Some selected facts from the following report are 

highlighted here.  These are illustrative of the entire picture that can be developed following a 

close study of the economics of these sectors at the national level. All dollar figures are reported 

in 2011 dollars. 

 

 

Combined Value of Outdoor Recreation, Nature Conservation and Historic Preservation 

 

 Values for jobs, tax revenues and other economic impacts are reported in this review for 

numerous forms of outdoor recreation, conservation and historic preservation activities. Due to 

limited data, it was not possible to account for all economic contributions from these activities. 

An accounting is presented here of the known activities, which can be considered a minimum 

estimate: 

 Jobs = 8.4 million 

 Federal, state and local tax revenues = $100 billion 

 Total economic activity (equivalent to GDP) = $1.06 trillion. 

 

     

Outdoor Recreation 

 

 The total contribution from outdoor sports in the United States is nearly $821 billion a 

year, generates 6,435,000 U.S. jobs and $99 billion in federal and state tax revenues. This 

includes hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing and the “human-powered” sports such as 

hiking, camping, skiing, paddle sports and bicycling. 

 

 The combined spending effect of hunting, fishing and wildlife watching associated with 

National Forest Service land totaled $9.5 billion in annual retail sales, supported 189,400 

jobs and provided $1.01 billion in annual federal tax revenues.   

 

 Visitors to Army Corp of Engineers land generated $34.0 billion in sales, contributing 

$17.1 billion in direct income, and supported 420,000 jobs at the national level in 1996.    

 

 Outdoor recreation sales (gear and trips combined) of $325 billion per year are greater 

than annual returns from pharmaceutical and medicine manufacturing ($162 billion), 

legal services ($253 billion), and power generation and supply ($283 billion). 

  

 In 2008, 28.3% of U.S. adults went boating at least once.  Recreational marine 

manufacturers employed more than 135,900 people and retail boating/service businesses 

employed another 217,718 people. 

 

 Other motorized recreation, such as motorcycles, off-road vehicles, and snowmobiles are 

not included in the estimates presented above but would push the totals to larger levels.  



 

 

Natural Resources Conservation 

 

 The total value of ecosystem services provided by the acreage of natural habitats in 

National Wildlife Refuges in the United States totaled $32.3 billion/year, or $2,900 

thousand/acre/year. 

 

 The value of ecosystem services provided by natural habitat in the 48 contiguous United 

States amount to about $1.6 trillion annually, which is equivalent to more than 10% of 

the U.S. GDP. 

 

 The loss of about 9.9 million acres of wetlands in the U.S. since the 1950s has resulted in 

an economic loss of more than $81 billion in all wetlands-related ecosystem services.   

 
 Visitors to Army Corp of Engineers land generated $34.0 billion in sales, contributing 

$17.1 billion in direct income, and supported 420,000 jobs at the national level in 1996.    

 

 Home owners near parks and protected areas are repeatedly seen to have property values 

more than 20% higher than similar properties elsewhere. 

 

Historic Preservation 

 

 Nationally, the federal tax credits returned more than $22.3 billion in federal tax dollars 

since 1978 on $17.5 billion in tax credits – a return of 27.4% from every dollar invested.   

 

 Economic activity resulting from federal historic preservation tax credits supports 61,200 

jobs, $6.6 billion in economic activity and generated $935 million in tax revenues.   

 

 On the statewide level, Philadelphia historic rehabilitation efforts resulted in average 

annual impacts of $1.1 billion in total expenditures that supported 9,560 jobs and $353 

million in earnings within the state of Pennsylvania.  Tax revenues from this work 

included $6.6 million local taxes for the city and an additional $24.3 million in tax 

revenues for the state. 

 

 In Texas in 1997, rehabilitation efforts created more than 4,200 jobs and overall historic 

preservation activities created more than 40,000 jobs in the state that year (Center for 

Urban Policy et al, 1999).   

 

 In Nebraska an average of $46 million spent on statewide historic rehabilitation per year 

from 2001 to 2005 resulted in 1,004 jobs, and additional $31 million in income and 45 

million in GDP at the national.  

 



 Every million dollars invested in residential historic rehabilitation generates 

approximately 36 jobs, $1.24 million in income and nearly $200,000 in state and local 

taxes. 

 

 Heritage tourism in Philadelphia supports over 45,000 jobs and $3.5 billion in economic 

activity annually. 

 

 In 2010, 15 million visitors to Civil War Battlefield managed by the National Park 

Service in just five states (MO, PA, SC, TN, and VA) generated 7,700 jobs.  

 

 Properties in historic districts have increased values, generally around 20% higher than 

other similar properties elsewhere. 

 

 

Cross-Cutting Department of Interior Activities 

 

 Overall, in 2010 activities associated with DOI lands provided more than 2.2 million jobs 

for Americans, which generated $377 billion in economic activity. 

 

 Water, timber and forage activities on DOI land supported about 370,000 jobs and $50 

billion in economic activity.  

 

 About $2 billion was spent on construction and maintenance activities related to 

recreation and conservation, which supported about 41,000 jobs and contributed about 

$5.7 billion in economic activity. 

 

 $222 million that was spent by DOI on land acquisition was estimated to contribute about 

$457 million in economic activity and support about 3,000 jobs.  

 

 The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service contributed about $4.2 billion in economic activity 

and supported over 32,000 jobs through their management of 553 National Wildlife 

Refuges and thousands of smaller natural areas in the United States. 

 


